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timber and bamboos reinforced with stones, which stretches
from side to side of the river. At one side an opening is left
through which the water rushes with great force into a long
bamboo shoot, which curves slightly upwards and ends in a deep
receptacle, also of bamboo. The fish are carried into this by
the force of the water which escapes between the bamboos,
and are unable to leap out. Close by is placed a hut, well
raised off the ground, in which the fishermen live for several
<Jays at a time and smoke the catch. Any chance openings in
the weir are closed with conical baskets which detain small fish,
prawns, &c. These weirs are constructed by the united labour
of the whole village, and any villager can make use of them, but
he has to pay a toll in kind to the chief. Certain spots are
peculiarly adapted for these weirs, and each is by prescriptive
right the property of the village occupying a certain site in the
vicinity, any infringement of which will lead to a serious
quarreL

Deep pools in the smaller streams are sometimes poisoned
by having a decoction of a certain herb called " kokur " or of a
bark called " ru " poured into them. This stupefies the fish,
which float to the surface and are easily captured. The
mixture is said to be harmless to human beings or cattle.
11. Food The Lushai when speaking of food always means rice. Though
he is fond of meat and likes vegetables and seasonings, he only
considers them as a garnish to his rice. When a mithan is
killed to feast the village, the flesh is boiled in earthen pots in
the street and the contents emptied out on to plantain leaves,
whence the feasters help themselves with their fingers, washing
down the savoury morsels with the water in which they have
been boiled, but this banquet in no way takes the place of the
regular meal of rice.

Flesh of all animals is eaten, and is not objected to even
when considerably decomposed. The flesh of leopards and
tigers is only eaten by children, but in spite of many enquiries
I have been unable to ascertain why adults abstain from this
article of diet. Eats of the white-bellied variety are considered
a luxury. Dogs, especially puppies, are a favourite dish. Next
to rice, maize may be considered the most important staple. It
is eaten boiled, never being ground into flour. Besides the